Business Ethics for Accountants • ACCT 5397 (00438)
C. T. Bauer College of Business, University of Houston

Fall 2006 • 43 Heyne Building • 5:30 – 9:30 T
Instructor 

Daniel Currie, Executive Director 

C. T. Bauer College of Business 

Office 

330 Melcher Hall (Center for Executive Development) 

Office Hours 

By appointment. 

Telephone (713) 743-4806   Email dcurrie@uh.edu 

Required Materials 

1. Accounting Ethics, Duska and Duska, Blackwell Publishing 2003; ISBN 0-631-21651-0 

2. Business Ethics, Ferrell; ISBN: 061839573-3

3. AICPA Code of Professional Conduct (AICPA) 

4. Plain English Guide to Independence (AICPA) 
(available online)

All materials (except #4) are available at the UH campus bookstore. 

Online Exercise and Class Supplements
SkillPort eLearning, found at:

 http://www.uh.edu/infotech/php/template.php?training_id=23
1. Ethics in Business Simulation (Course Number PDO170)

2. Ethical Decision Making (Course Number PDO171) 
3. Managerial Business Ethics (Course Number PDO172)

NOTE: This link will take you to a library of courses of many different types. To find these courses, search for “Ethics” and you will be directed to the resources in this area. Add these specific courses to your plan so that you can find them easily when you need them. You can link to this from the WebCT home page.

Course Overview

In this course we will conduct a thorough examination of ethics from a professional’s perspective with a focus on three dimensions:
1. Origins – the nature of ethics, its origins, variations and basis for various ethical perspectives; 
2. Modern day Issues – examination of modern day ethical decision making and behavior; and

3. Ethical standards applicable to CPAs today – the laws, rules and guidelines that govern the accounting professional.
Since ethical issues are best illuminated in the harsh light of day, a significant portion of this class will be spent in group discussions (and presentations) about concrete ethical issues, problems and potential solutions. 
Beyond distinguishing right from wrong, the accounting professional must have an acute sense of where and how ethical conflicts arise and what methods are available for dealing with them. Many times ethical issues present themselves as choices between two apparently “right” answers, not a stark choice between right or wrong. 
Moreover, because of the richness and complexity of ethical dilemmas, group discussions will demonstrate how differences in perspective, position, cultural heritage and even industry background can influence one’s view of an ethical situation. What seems obvious and straightforward while we are in solitary contemplation becomes complex when revealed and discussed in public. 
Course Rationale

This course is intended to provide a foundation for thinking, analyzing and applying sound ethical principles in the execution of one’s duties as a member of the accounting profession. 
At the end of this course, participants should have:

1. An enhanced and actionable sensitivity to the importance of ethical behavior for themselves, their firms, their profession and the public;
2. The ability to recognize ethical pitfalls and to formulate and follow a course of action that reflects sound ethical judgment;
3. A thoroughgoing understanding of the specific ethical requirements of the accounting profession including, without limitation, independence, integrity and objectivity as well as other core values;
4. Knowledge of how and by what organizations ethical requirements are developed, regulated and enforced for the accounting profession; and
5. A keen sense of the consequences of unethical behavior on one’s personal and professional life.

Evaluation and Grading 

Tests (3)

60 %

AICPA Code Section summary (group)

15 %

Paper: On Being an Ethical Professional (individual)
25 %
Total

100 %

Tests (3)
The first 2 tests will be delivered via the University of Houston’s online educational resource, SkilPort. You will take the online class in Ethical Decision Making and take the test that follows. Submit your results to me using the form available in SkilPort for 20% of your grade for each test. 

The third and final test will be multiple choice and true/false format taken in WebCT. The test will consist of no more than 50 questions focused on the “Plain English Guide to Independence.” You will have 60 minutes to complete the test. 

The exams are to be taken individually. No outside help is permissible. The University’s honest policy applies to this course in every dimension. 


AICPA Code Section Summary, Write-up and Presentation

You will be asked (in small groups) to summarize a specific AICPA ethics rule or other relevant legislation that touches on ethical behavior. A brief, informal presentation is required which should be concise yet informative. You will be required to explain the workings of the rule in detail. Many of the rules have applicability guidelines that are critical to understand -- for example, what classes of people or types of relationships are caught by a specific rule. You should know and be able to explain dimensions such as these. 
Your paper should include a concrete example(s) of where the rule would apply. You may search for examples in the annals of the AICPA or other organizations that are asked to evaluate ethical behavior of accounting professionals.  
Paper: On Being an Ethical Professional 
Write a ten page paper setting out your thoughts and views on what it means to be an ethical professional. You may consider any or all of the following points: 

· Upon becoming a CPA, what obligations are you undertaking and to whom are they owed? 
· What values underlie your approach to professionalism and how will they be manifested in the practice of your profession. 
· Is there a mentor in your life that helped you to develop these values? 

· Or is there someone that you identify with and admire that embodies your ethical standards?  

· What are the most important characteristics of the professional and by what standards have you determined those? 
· What do you see for yourself as a professional in the next five years? Ten? Twenty? 


This paper should be no less 10 pages, (1 ½ line-spacing) and use proper citations where necessary. 



We will be using WebCT Vista for this course. Students have three ways to get their WebCT ID: 

Unique WebCT IDs for registered students are created by a central account management system, from the official registration rosters. 

First-time student users of WebCT will need to get their WebCT ID by using one of the following options:

1) Online at http://www.uh.edu/webct - click “New Users” to get a WebCT ID. 

2) In person in Room 56 in the basement of the MD Anderson Library on the main campus, Monday-Friday, 8 am to 8 pm.

3) By phone at 713-743-1411 Monday-Friday, 8 am to 8 pm.

Once students have their WebCT IDs, they will log on to WebCT courses by going to http://www.uh.edu/webct and clicking”Log on here”




A student’s initial password is his/her birth date in the format mmddyyyy (example: April 1, 1984 would be entered as 04011984). WebCT IDs and passwords are case sensitive. Students should change their password the first time they log on to WebCT.

Support for students using WebCT is available in four ways: 

1) Online at http://www.uh.edu/webct - click on “Get Help” and then select “UH Main Campus” 

2) In person in Room 56 in the basement of the MD Anderson Library on the main campus, Monday-Friday, 8 am to 8 pm.

3) By phone at 713-743-1411 Monday-Friday, 8 am to 8 pm.

4) By sending email to support@uh.edu with the student’s full name, course name and number, instructor’s name and a description of the problem.

Your Grades: What the Numbers Mean

In calculating your final grades the following scale will be used to convert the numeric grade to a letter grade at the end of the course:

94 - 100 
A 
90 - 93

A-

87 - 89
B+ 
83 - 86

B

80 - 82
B- 
77 - 79

C+

73 - 76
C 
70 - 72

C-

Below 70
F

Do for Next Week (9/12/06)

· Ethics in Business Simulation (SkilPort)

· Bauer Code of Ethics Quiz

Read for Next Week

· Chapter 1 of the Ferrell book (pp 2 – 23)

· Chapter 1 of the Duska book (pp 1 – 23)
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