4310 Potential Team Project Topics

1) Find a UAW family and a PAW family (both must be at least five years out of school).  Interview them to see if they differ on Stanley and Danko’s “Millionaire Next Door” dimensions (e.g, live below means, do financial planning, no EOC for them or their children).  As you approach potential “targets,” tell them that you will analyze their approach to managing their finances and offer suggestions for improvement. Develop a list of 25 questions and obtain approval from your instructor before conducting the interviews. All interviews must be done face to face or on the phone—no email interviews.
2) Liz Perle has written an excellent book (Money: A Memoir) about women and money.  Email me for a copy of the foreword. Read the book.  Interview three or four women about their monetary views and experiences. As you approach potential “targets,” tell them that you will analyze their approach to managing their finances and offer suggestions for improvement. Develop a list of 25 questions and obtain approval from your instructor before conducting the interviews. All interviews must be done face to face or on the phone—no email interviews. 

3) Interview five investors about their investment strategies and experiences. Develop a list of 25 questions and obtain approval from your instructor before conducting the interviews. All interviews must be done face to face or on the phone—no email interviews.
4) Interview four or five financial advisors.  Find out about their education, experiences, and background.  How do they view the investors whom they advise?  What common mistakes do they see investors making?  What advice do they have for someone who wishes to enter their field? Develop a list of 25 questions and obtain approval from your instructor before conducting the interviews. All interviews must be done face to face or on the phone—no email interviews.
4) Perform a retirement planning analysis for four people/couples.  Ascertain whether they are on track for a good retirement.  Identify issues which threaten it.  Make suggestions concerning how to improve their situation.

5) Analyze the recent lack of interest in this class by management students.  Develop strategies for increasing the numbers of management students who take this class. 
6) Survey faculty and staff regarding their experiences with their UH mutual fund provider.  Using the results, evaluate the providers.

7) ) Financial Engines are a set of retirement planning software.  A previous team has designed a very basic Excel program for estimating whether one’s retirement resources will last the rest of their lives.  This program needs to be updated and extended to enable one to assess one’s chances for reaching retirement goals.  The team should also modify the “will my money last through retirement?” project by researching joint life expectancies for a couple of different ages.

8) Update a test of an anomaly.  There are three important questions concerning anomalies:  Do they exist?  Do they persist?  Can you make money from them? At least 20 to 30 anomalies have been identified. by testing it with a more recent, smaller sample.

   Chan, Jegadeesh, and Lakonishok tested the profitability of momentum strategies.  They addressed the question, “Does a stock price going up considerably over several months imply anything about its price in the future?  Their sample included all stocks listed on the NYSE, Amex, and NASDAQ during the periods 1973-1993 and 1994-1998.  They assigned stocks to deciles based upon prior six month return.  They examined the performance of winner stock portfolios (selected from the top 10%) and the performance of loser stock portfolios (selected from the bottom 10%) over the subsequent 6 months and 12 months.  They found that the winner portfolios outperformed the loser portfolios by 8.8% over the subsequent six months and by 15.4% over the subsequent 12 months.  They conclude that momentum strategies (as a method for stock selection) can be profitable in the short term and intermediate term.  

9) What if stock pickers could pick?  Use an Excel simulation to estimate rates from returns from various levels of knowledge.  Speculate as to how the mutual fund industry would be different if stock pickers had high achievement indices in their prediction os companies’ stock performance.

10) Evaluate your employer’s retirement offerings.  How good are the companies that offer employees retirement services?  

11) Many pundits are selling investment techniques.  Pick one and test it over the long term (20 years or more).    Examples include the Dogs of the Dow (investing in the lowest performing of the Dow 30 stocks) or the Dogs of the S&P 500.

12) Create your own topic and obtain your instructor’s approval before executing it.

