4366 Group Projects

Spring Semester - Monday 6-9

Christine Resler
Your group project will be a 15 minute in class presentation reviewing the events in the market for the previous week or focusing in on one significant event during the week and discussing it in more depth (it will be your group’s choice but a significant event must be approved by me before the presentation).  During the first class we will divide up into groups of 5 or 6 people and each group will draw the date which their presentation will be due.  Obviously groups that present earlier in the quarter will have less material from the class to draw from and the grading of these presentations will take that into consideration.

These presentations should be interactive and discuss significant economic and market related events and will occur during the first part of class each week.  I would like you to prepare a summary of the material in a format that can be presented in front of class either use a PowerPoint presentation or handouts for each student so they can follow along.

The market overview for the week should include the following:

· Major domestic and international market indices performance for the week, relative to its recent performance (examples include: NYSE, NASDAQ, FTSE, NIKKEI, Major Bond Indexes)

· Economic indicators and influencers (examples include: interest rates, unemployment/labor statistics, inflation, consumer confidence and spending, industrial production, construction spending, existing home sales, housing starts)

· Significant corporate releases (examples include: earnings releases, significant corporate events such as acquisition or divestitures, significant lawsuits, new product releases, corporate scandals - if this occurs discuss whether the market reaction seems rational)

· Industry developments

· Government policy changes or proposals (examples include: events surrounding the potential war, proposed tax changes, new or proposed legislation, SEC rule changes or proposed changes

In addition to gathering and reporting this data, the group should attempt to draw supported conclusions about the markets’ reaction to the events/information.  Has the market responded appropriately or are there examples of over/under-reaction?  The group should feel free to pose questions to the class for further discussion.

The Wall Street Journal (“WSJ”), other financial publications and the internet are all good sources for this presentation.  I encourage at least one member of each group to have an online membership to the WSJ. 

Reading Chapter 17 in Investments may help in giving you a framework for preparing your presentations, especially 17.5.  Do not just tell the class what happened; include what the event indicates and why it is significant.

For example, the unemployment rate dropped 1/8 of a percent in January indicating some pick-up in the employment market and is potentially a sign that the US is starting to see economic recovery.  It was not surprising that the DOW moved 50 points today on the positive economic news.

If there is a significant event such as a bankruptcy or a piece of legislation that your group would like to focus on that is fine, but I want to approve the topic prior to the presentation.  Please call me or email me if your group identifies a specific topic to focus on rather than doing an overview of the market for that week.

