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Science and Sociology and is a member of the Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity.

Christopher Sharpe, another GSL employee, is a student at 
UH-Downtown, where he is pursuing a Computer Information 
Systems business degree. Sharpe is the Student Regent for 
the University of Houston System and current President of 
Student Government at UH-D.   His current position at GSL 
Welcome Group is Desktop Support Specialist.

Other GSL employees and/or Welcome family members 
with UH ties include: 

Miguel Garza, Staff Accountant, graduated from UH-Clear 
Lake in 2006 with a double major in accounting and 
finance.

John Wilson, Vice President of Finance and Acquisitions. 
Wilson (’74), was a member of the marching band and 
Sigma Nu Fraternity. He chose to attend UH because of the 
family legacy. His uncle (Welcome Wilson, Sr.) and his father 
(Jack Wilson) both attended UH and were very involved in all 
aspects of the university.

Craig Wilson, Executive Vice President of GSL Welcome 
Group, attended UH. 

Other extended family members of Wilson who are 
UH graduates include Welcome Wilson Sr.’s wife, Joanne 
Wilson (’52); daughters Cindy Wilson Proler (‘94) and 
Joanne Castleberry (‘90); and Joanne’s husband, Howard 
Castleberry (’05).

Eugene J. Mincks, who led distinguished military and busi-
ness careers, has died at the age of 85. Mincks, (BBA 

’57), was the father of Jay Mincks, an executive vice presi-
dent with Administaff who followed in his father’s footsteps to 
obtain a degree from Bauer and UH in 1987.

The elder Mincks flew single-engine 
planes used to target Japanese forces in 
World War II. He took part in the inva-
sion of Luzon in the Philippines, where 
he helped build runways, and partici-
pated in landings in 1944 at Tanamerah 
Bay and Biak Island in Indonesia.

Mincks joined the Army as an 18-year-
old private in 1940. He advanced to 
captain during the war and, in 1965, 
was promoted to Brigadier General in 
the Army Reserve.

Mincks, a pilot for the 160th Field 
Artillery Battalion, trained at Artillery 
Officer Candidate School at Fort Sill, 
Okla.

During the Korean War, he was 
recalled to duty. His final assignment 
in the Army was in 1969 as deputy 
chief of the Army Reserve. In the late 
1960s, Mincks was inducted into the 
Artillery OCS Hall of Fame at Fort Sill. 

WW II hero Eugene Mincks flew combat 
missions in the Pacific Theatre. He later 
rose to the rank of Brigadier General in the 
U.S. Army.

He retired from the military in the early 1970s. His decora-
tions included the Legion of Merit. Mincks also served as 
deputy commanding general of the 75th Division, U.S. Army 
Maneuver Area Command in Houston. 

The leadership and discipline skills Mincks learned in his 
extensive military career had many suc-
cessful applications in the civilian world, 
Jay Mincks said. From 1953 to 1982, his 
father operated an insurance agency, E. 
J. Mincks and Associates, in Houston. He 
was ambitious and “continually recognized 
as a top producer,” his son said. A stead-
fast supporter of UH football, he also loved 
golf and had a great sense of humor.

As a father, Eugene Mincks had high 
expectations for all of his children, but he 
was first and foremost, “an encourager,” 
Jay Mincks said.

A native of Piedmont, Mo., Mincks 
grew up in Mesa, Ariz., where he was a 
Boy Scout. It was in large part because of 
his lasting interest in Scouting that all three 
sons became Eagle Scouts in Troop 604 in 
Houston.

 Mincks moved to Austin in 1982 and, 
in 2000, to Fort Worth, where he died on 
Jan. 1.

Remembering Eugene Mincks (’57)

Alum Part of Greatest Generation

GSL Welcome Group principals Welcome Wilson, Sr., and son 
Welcome Wilson, Jr., in front of a gallery of the company’s 
projects.
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COUGARS ON THE PROWL
DEB Chairman Goes Globe Trekkin
Dean’s Executive Board Chairman John McNabb visited a 
host of countries last September through October in his role 
as chairman of Growth Capital Partners.  McNabb visited 
clients and made business connections along his stops in 
Singapore (right); Melbourne, Australia (below); Dubai; 
Santorini Island, Greece; Oman; and Bangkok.


