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Financial Systems

Fina 4340

Section 22358(11:30am) 

Spring 2008

Instructor:  

Erin Alexander

Time and Location:
11:30-12:50pmTTH   MH 130

Office:


Melcher Hall 240F

Email:


emalexander@uh.edu
Phone:

713-743-4269
Office Hours:

Before class and by appointment

Course Description:

The purpose of this course is to introduce the students to the function of the financial markets, the role of financial intermediaries in the system, and the organization and function of the Federal Reserve system and the role it plays in determining monetary policy and economic growth.

Text:

Mishkin, Frederic S. and Eakins, Stanley G., Financial Markets and Institutions, Fifth edition; Study Guide (Optional) 

Wall Street Journal

Course Grading:

There will be three exams including the final.  All exams are weighted equally.  Exams will include material assigned in the textbook, lecture notes and articles assigned from the Wall Street Journal.

Students will be expected to bring their student identification card to each exam.

There will also be several unannounced pop quizzes to test your knowledge of the material.  

Makeup Exams:

If you have scheduled trips during the semester, it is not an excuse to request a different time for any exam.  

It is the responsibility of the student to notify the professor prior to the scheduled exam time if they are going to miss the scheduled exam.  The student will need to provide a written excuse as to the reason for missing the exam.   It is the professor’s discretion to decide if a makeup exam will be allowed.  If a makeup is allowed, it will be given on the last class period before the final exam.  This is the only time a makeup will be given.

There are no makeups for the pop quizzes.

Grading Scale

The plus minus system is used in my class.

Course Outline:

The schedule may change based on our progress.  The instructor reserves the right to change dates for topic coverage and exams.  Students will be kept informed in class of such changes.  All students are responsible for changes announced during class.

Chapter 1   

Why Study Financial Markets and Institutions?

Chapter 2

Overview of the Financial System

Chapter 23

Investment Banks, Securities Brokers, and Venture Capital Firms (pp.591-606)

Chapter 9

Money Markets

Chapter10

Bond Markets

Chapter 11

Stock Market 

Chapter 12

Mortgage Market

EXAM 1

February 14 (Thursday)

Chapter 17 

The Banking Firm and Bank Management

Chapter 18

Commercial Banking Industry:  Structure and Competition

Chapter 19

Savings Associations and Credit Unions

Chapter 20

Banking Regulation

EXAM 2

March 27  (Thursday)

Chapter 21

Mutual Fund Industry

Chapter 22

Insurance Companies and Pension Funds 

Chapter 23

Investment Banks, Securities Brokers, and Venture Capital Firms(pp.606-610)                                                                                   

Chapter 7

Structure of Central Banks and the Federal Reserve System

Chapter 8

Conduct of Monetary Policy: Tools, Goals, and Targets

EXAM 3 

Final exam
May 6  11-2pm (Tuesday)

Important Dates:

1/14
 
   
First day of classes

1/28


Last day to drop a course or withdraw without grade
3/17-3/22

Spring Break

4/23


Last Day of Our Class

4/29


Reading Day(or makeup day if deemed necessary by the university)
Academic Honesty

The University of Houston Academic Honesty Policy is strictly enforced by the C.T.Bauer College of Business.  No violations of this policy will be tolerated in this course.  A discussion of this policy is included in the University of Houston student handbook.  Students are expected to be familiar with this policy.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

The C.T. Bauer College of Business would like to help students who have disabilities achieve their highest potential.  To this end, in order to receive academic accommodations, students must register with the Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD) (telephone 713-743-5400), and present approved accommodation documentation to their instructor in a timely manner.

Classroom Etiquette

Attendance is strongly recommended.  It is the rare student who can learn material on their own and do well in a class they do not attend.  For the benefit of your fellow classmates and me, please refrain from regularly arriving late to class or leaving early.  In addition, please do not disturb the class with pagers, phones, or conversation with your fellow students during class.   Needless to say, this is extremely distracting and rude to others and the instructor. Cell phones are to be kept in your purse or backpack during class.  If you use a laptop to take notes in class, make sure that is what you are doing.  Any other use of your laptop during the lecture is unacceptable. Regularly violating these common procedures will detract from your final grade in the class. 

Also, once you are in class, plan on staying until the end of the period.  If you are not feeling well or need to leave early for an appointment, let the professor know and sit near the front of the class.  This is common courtesy and will be expected behavior in the business environment you are about to enter.

Non-Academic Items / Networking:  Please consider having an updated resume and a business card (you can print cards off your p.c.).  Also, consider networking with your fellow students, those within your academic department / college, alumni (west side of Robertson Stadium before games), etc.  The following are university related websites that you may find to be of interest:  coogfans.com,  houston.rivals.com, thecougarweb.com, and uhstudents.com.  This is not an endorsement of specific websites, just a suggested way to connect with UH students, alums, friends of the university, et al.  Finally, think about joining the Student Alumni Organization (SAO) that  provides numerous contacts with your peers and faculty (uh.edu/alumni/sao). 

It is also very important to join some of the Bauer organizations such as the Finance Association, etc.  These organizations provide another vehicle for interaction with fellow classmates and importantly, with members of the Houston business community.

