FINA 4397: Independent Research in Investments

Spring 2005

Students will be asked to do an independent study and write a paper on a topic in Investments.  The Instructor will provide guidance for the paper.  Students should be in senior year and have taken some basic Investments and corporate finance classes or are taking these classes in Spring, 2005.

The first organization meeting will be on Friday, January 21, 2005, at 10:00 am in 210B. Melcher Hall.
University of Houston

Bauer College of Business 

FINA 4397 Independent Research in Investments 

Spring Semester, 2005

Instructor: Bong-Soo Lee

Office:  210 G, Melcher Hall, Tel: (713) 743-4781;  Fax: (713) 743-4789

Office hour:  TBA, and  by appointments

e-mail:  blee@uh.edu
Web site:  http://www.bauer.uh.edu/blee  

Teaching assistant:  Mr. Taekyu Kim, Melcher Hall 230J, (713) 743-4766, tkim@uh.edu
Tentative Schedule

week 1 (1/21/Fri)  Organizational meeting

week 3 (2/4/Fri) one page topic and outline submitted 

week 8 (3/11/Fri) two page midterm report submitted

week 14 (4/22/Frid) 20 page (double spaced) final report submitted

Final exam week (5/2-5/7), half an hour presentation
Potential (example) topics
1. China A/B shares: Why B shares are discounted?

2. NYSE/NASDAQ: What are advantages or disadvantages of each?

3. How do twin deficits affect the stock market?  Budget deficits and trade deficits

4. Analysts forecasts:  Are they useful?

5. Sentiments:  Do they affect the stock market?

6. Why are share repurchases popular in recent years?

7. Do mergers result in better performance?  Case studies.

8. Any topic of your interest, which is approved by the instructor.

Note: complete references should be provided in the final report.
