
Kirsten McKaskle, Director of Programs Administration and College Recruiting 
for New York Life Insurance Company, joins John O’Dell, Director of Alumni 

Development for the Bauer College of Business in Bauer�s suite at the University of 
Houston�s Hofheinz Pavilion. On Jan. 31, 2007, New York Life sponsored a free throw 
Shoot Out during the UH men�s basketball game versus Rice to bene�t many Bauer 
student organizations� scholarship endowments such as the Hispanic Business Student 
Association (HBSA). Poised to sink a bucket in the Shoot Out is HBSA member Ernesto 
Manrique (top right).
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Recent high and volatile energy prices have sparked 
considerable debate over their cause. One often cited culprit: 

Speculation. For the 5th consecutive year, the University of 
Houston�s Global Energy Management Institute (UH-GEMI) hosted 
its Trading and Marketing Conference, a key gathering of industry 
experts. Held on Jan. 25, 2007, the event brought together 
traders, risk managers, securities analysts, investors, consultants 
and lawyers further to discuss the marketplace. Pictured from 
left are Craig Pirrong, UH-GEMI�s Energy Markets Director, 
Walter Lukken, Commodity Futures Trading Commission 
Commissioner, and Praveen Kumar, GEMI Executive Director 
and Texas Commerce Bank/Tenneco Professor and Chair of 
Bauer�s Department of Finance. 
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