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21st Century Leadership Course by
Professors Adams and Phillips Packed
with Bold Leaders

s leadership a learned behavior, or something people are born with? The recently
|conc|uded summer leadership class at Bauer College, Leadership for the 21st
Century, took the question out of the theoretical realm and brought it into sharp focus
as top leaders, often with University of Houston connections, brought their insights
into the classroom. An advanced elective for undergraduates, the class is co-taught
by Management Professor and Department Chair James Phillips, and Decision &
Information Sciences Professor and Department
Chair Dennis Adams. In most of the classes,
Adams engaged leaders in conversation,
followed by a question and answer session with
students.

The classes have been popular with students,
and also faculty and staff who frequently sit in.

They get to see that these leaders are human
beings who have extremely dif cult jobs,
said Adams, who with Phillips recruits the
leaders from a variety of kinds of organizations

business, academic, military, religious and
political.

The class returned for its second season.

It comes at a time when many lament a

leadership void, and typically attracts students

who already have a desire to lead, this little

re within them, Adams says. The class aims to

continued to page 2

Moderator Adams led engaging
conversations with diverse array of
leaders.
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Bauer’s National Association Of Black Accountants Wins

National Competition

Bauer College s National Association of Black Accountants (NABA) Chapter took
rst place at the NABA National Case Study Competition sponsored by KPMG on
June 23. The competition was part of NABAs Annual Convention in Philadelphia.

The winning Bauer NABA Chapter team received a cash award of $2,500 and
an invitation to the 2008 NABA National KPMG Case Study Competition in Atlanta,
Georgia. Bauer steam included ve undergraduate students participating in Bauer s
Professional Program in Accounting (PPA) toward earning a Bachelor in Business
Administration degree: Chrystal Osborne, NABA President; Jerrica Lewis; Ayodeji
Ebunlomo; Brittany Washington; and Brittney Webb. Professor George Gambile,
Director of Bauer s Institute for Diversity and Cross-Cultural Management, serves as
the NABA Chapter Faculty Advisor.

Bauer s NABA Chapter topped student teams from six other universities: Howard,
North Carolina A&T, Chicago State, DePaul, Temple, and Florida A&M, the 2006

competition winner.

NABA has given me the opportunity to lead an organization that truly lifts as we
climb, said Bauer NABA Chapter President Chrystal Osborne. The National Case
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Leadership Course continued from page 1

Management Department Chair Jim Phillips greets Col. Barrye
Price ( 85), inaugural speaker in his and Decision and Information
Sciences Chair Dennis Adams 21st Century Leadership summer
course.

help students develop and nurture that leadership potential,
Adams said.

It seems that some organizations elevate people to
leadership roles with almost no training or preparation,
Adams said. These people end up wreaking havoc on the
companies and the lives of their employees. Not only does
that impact the bottom line of the company, it is also the
wrong thing to do. Hopefully, as educators, we can help
with this.

As the leaders who came to speak shared how they have
handled challenging situations, or shared insights into what
has motivated them throughout their career, Bauer students
have paid close attention.

Management senior student Vania Garzon attended the
class this summer and said she hopes to apply much of what
she s heard from speakers in her own life. Hearing what
decisions they ve had to make may help prepare me if I m
possibly facing the same type of decision some day, she
said.

Ben Hunter, also a management senior student, said he
was struck by the humility that characterized each leader
who spoke to the class. Despite the impact they ve made in
their spheres of in uence, The common theme, he said, is
that they are all really humble.

Students also heard from University of Houston Senior Vice
President of Academic Affairs and Provost Donald J. Foss;
Reverend William Lawson of Wheeler Baptist Church; and
Earl Cummings ( 91), CEO of BTS Team. Joellyn Townsend,
(98) Vice President for Leadership & Management Devel-
opment at Metropolitan Life, described how the company
engineered a corporate culture turnaround that has result-
ed in increased earnings. Aylwin Lewis, ( 76, MBA 90),
CEO of Sears Holdings Corp., concluded the series with his
thoughts on servant leadership. The Chicago-based execu-
tive considers Houston home, making his appearance even
more special.

—SHOWCASING LEADERSHIP AT BAUER—
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